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Capital Trial Prosecution:
Presenting the Capital Case – from Start to Finish

April 7-8, 2010

Emerging Trends  
in Capital Trials:

Prosecution Perspective

April 9, 2010

With the exception of invited faculty, attendance is limited to 
Texas prosecuting attorneys and their personnel.

These Programs are Funded by a Grant from The Texas Court of Criminal Appeals.

at The Center for American and International Law   |   Plano, Texas

“I enjoyed the class and am taking back useful information.” 
- 2009 Capital Trial Prosecution Participant

“Excellent speakers!”  
- 2009 Emerging Trends in Capital Trials Participant

	       MCLE AND TCLEOSE CREDIT AVAILABLE FOR BOTH PROGRAMS!Printed on Recycled Paper



Wednesday, April 7

	 8:00	 Registration

	 8:50	 Welcome 

	 9:00	 Court of Criminal Appeals Update  
		  — John Rolater, Esq.

	 10:00	 Break

	 10:15	 From the Crime to the Charging Decision –   
		  includes .75 hour on Ethics in Charging Decisions 

		  — Greg Davis, Esq.

	 11:45	 Lunch Provided

	 12:45	 The Law of Voir Dire  
		  — Katharine Decker , Esq.

	 1:15	 Break

	 1:30	 Jury Selection – Discussion & Demonstration 
		  — Matt Bingham, Esq., and April Sikes, Esq.

	 3:30	 Presentation of Evidence & Closing Argument
                  — T. Andrew Beach, Esq.
 	 5:00	 Reception
 
     5:30    Recess 
 
 Thursday, April 8

	 9:00	 Confronting Claims of Mental Retardation and Other 		
		  Claims of Mental Illness in Capital Litigation
                    — Roe Wilson, Esq.
 	10:30	 Break	 10:45	 Proving Future Danger
		
 — A.P. Merillat
	 12:00	 Lunch Provided
	 1:00	 Special Issue #1 – FUTURE DANGEROUSNESS and 

		  Special Issue #2 – MITIGATION ISSUES

		  — Matt Powell, Esq.

	 3:00 	 Break

	 3:15	 Ethics—Defending a Brady  Claim in a Capital Case

		  — Edward “Chip” Wilkinson, Esq.

	 4:30	 Questions and Answers/Wrap Up

	 5:00	 Adjourn

Capital Trial  
Prosecution:
Presenting the Capital Case – 
from Start to Finish
Wednesday, April 7 - Thursday, April 8, 2010

Friday, April 9
	
	 8:00	 Registration

	 8:50	 Welcome

	 9:00	 Revisiting Psychological Assessments of  
		  Future Dangerousness  
		  — Dr. Tim Proctor

	 10:15	 Break

	 10:30	 A Primer for Major Mental Illnesses and How They Affect  
		  Criminal Behavior  
		  — Dr. David Self

11:30		  Brain Behavior Relationships As It Relates to  
		  Criminal Activity		

		  — Dr. Christopher J. Anagnostis

 	12:30	 Lunch Provided	  

	 1:30	 Emerging Trends for the Admission of Forensic Scientific  
		  Evidence in Capital Cases  
		  — Hon. Cathy Cochran

	 2:30	 Evolving Issues in the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals  
		  regarding Capital Cases  
		  — Sian Schilhab, Esq. 

	 3:15	 Break

	 3:30	 Rothgery v. Gillespie County, Texas and 
		  Montejo v. Louisiana – Chapter 2 

		  — Charles M. Mallin, Esq.

	 4:15	 Panel Discussion 

	 5:00	 Adjourn

Emerging 
Trends in  
Capital Trials:
Prosecution Perspective
Friday, April 9, 2010



three WAYS TO REGISTER

Online   
credit card only
www.cailaw.org  

Fax   
credit card only
972.244.3401

Mail   
check or credit card
The Center for American and 
International Law
5201 Democracy Drive
Plano, TX USA 75024
972.244.3400

CONFIRMATIONS WILL BE SENT
TO ALL REGISTRANTS

DIRECTIONS TO THE CENTER FOR AMERICAN AND 
INTERNATIONAL LAW:  For a detailed map and directions, 
please visit www.cailaw.org or call 972.244.3400.  The Center 
is located at 5201 Democracy Drive, Plano, Texas 75024.

CANCELLATION POLICY: Written cancellation must be re-
ceived 5 business days prior to a program to receive a refund 
(Email lgaspar@cailaw.org). After this date, no refunds, but 
substitution of attendees for this program will be permitted 
with prior approval. Call Jade: 972.244.3428. Registrants not 
entitled to a refund will receive the course materials. 

HOUSING:   The cost of housing is not included in the course 
registration fee. However, rooms (in limited number)  
have been reserved at the Hampton Inn Hotel, 4901 Old 
Shepard Place, Plano, Texas 75093. Registrants should call 
972-519-1000 and advise them that you are attending the 
program(s) for the prosecution.  A reduced room rate of $89 
+ 13% occupancy tax is available. The last day to obtain this 
special rate is March 24, 2010.

NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY:  The Center for American and 
International Law does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, 
sexual orientation, color, religion, national origin or ancestry, age, 
disability, veteran status or any other protected status.

MCLE INFORMATION:  The April 7-8 program has been 
approved by the State Bar of Texas for 12.75 hours, including  
1.25 hours of ethics.  Course ID Number: 901197328.  The  
April 9th program has been approved for 6.50 hours, no ethics.  
Course ID Number: 901197330.  Sign-in sheets and/or certificates 
of attendance will be available for ALL states.

GENERAL INFORMATION

REGISTRATION

Capital Trial Prosecution •  April 7-8, 2010
&

Emerging Trends in Capital Trials • April 9, 2010
at The Center for American and International Law, Plano, TX

Attendance is limited to Texas prosecuting 
attorneys and their personnel.

Mark the appropriate box(es):

Date	 Course Title	 Tuition Only	 Tuition plus a voluntary payment
			   to support The Center for 
			   American and International Law

April 7-8	 Capital Trial Prosecution 	 q  $50	 q  $100

April 9	 Emerging Trends		  q  $25	 q  $50
			 

Name _____________________________________________________________

Title (Required)______________________________________________________

City/County Office (Required)  _________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________

City, State, Postal Code _______________________________________________

Phone _____________________________________________________________  

Fax________________________________________________________________

E-mail _____________________________________________________________

Texas Bar No._______________________________________________________

Payment Information
q  Check enclosed payable to:  The Center for American and International Law

Credit Card:    q   Mastercard    q  VISA    q   AMEX     q  Discover

Card number  _______________________________________________________  

Expiration date ______________________________________________________

Name on card  ______________________________________________________

Billing address (if different than above address) _____________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Signature  __________________________________________________________

These courses are funded by a grant from

the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals.

We’re going GREEN! Most materials will be provided 
on a CD or electronically instead of a notebook. 




